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Our Vision:  A Learning Community committed to
Success for all students 
  
Our Mission Statement 
To provide opportunities for all children to reach 
their full potential 

 
Our Goals 

1. All students will improve writing skills 
across the curriculum. 

2. All students will improve math skills across 
the curriculum. 
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School Website:   
www.sigo-es.eu.dodea.edu 
 
PTO Web Site Address:   
http://TeacherWeb.com/AE/StephenDecatur/PTO 
 
PTO E-mail Address:   
decaturelempto@yahoo.com 
 
Online Newsletter Website: 
http://www.sigo-es.eu.dodea.edu/newsletter.pdf
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Holidays Greetings.  We are wishing 
you a holiday season filled with joy, good 

health and prosperity.  Please be safe.  
 During the break please read to your 

children. Family involvement is one of the 
key components of children's success in 
reading. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 

and siblings all serve as role models to children 
and can be critical to their reading success. Reading 
is something the whole family can enjoy together. 
What better way to celebrate this festive season than 
curling up with your children to read them a magical 
story; enjoy reading together! Have a great holiday!!  

  

Nadine Sapiente  

          and 

 Bernie Camuso 

 
 
 
 
 



           HOST NATION’S CORNER      
 

New Year Celebration near Catania 
 
Winter Holidays in Sicily 
Since year 390 of Modern Era, after a Great Congress, with all Kings and Noble Men of Early 

Western Civilization, who got together to decide when in the year the Various Nations should celebrate 
their main Festa, it was decided that the big holiday would be celebrated in the last week of December, 
coinciding with the Winter Solstice (the victory of the Sun). That was almost 1800 years ago. 

In Sicily, this is the longest and biggest Festa of the year. A big family reunion day. The old 
saying “Winter Holidays in the family, Spring Holidays anywhere you want to go”.  Family and 

relatives meet together, play and eat together. They all play a plain “Tombola”, (a 
sort of Bingo), close to the fireplace, they all listen to NONNO calling out the 
numbers, he makes sure to add some silly word to have the children and adults 
laugh. While everybody plays, they chew CALIA E SIMENZA (seeds and nuts). 
Actually the children make a happy mess all around. Soon the big dinner will be 
ready. If you go to a SUPERMERCATO, now you will find a counter full of 
CALIA E SIMENZA, that is dried figs and dates, orange and mandarino peels, 

pistachio, salted pumpkin seeds, peanuts, pinoli (white seeds form pine cones), dried pineapples and 
prunes. Most winter cookies and cakes contains orange marmalade. 

 
Nature 
Citrus fruits were always a much desired product in Europe. Now things have changed, but in 

the old times these fruits were very expansive all around the Continent. Even their good names were 
synonymous of vitamins and health during the cold winters of the North. Sicilians say that Mother 
Nature always sends the right farm product at the right time for the children .Citrus fruit, nice blood 
orange and red cauliflower grow mostly here. The red cauliflower in the rest of Italy is usually white. 
The red on the vegetable disappears as soon as  you put in hot water to cook. Strange indeed! Most of 
Sicilian winter cakes use orange, candied mandarino or marmalade. Bitter orange MARMELLATA, 
good and healthy, the British favorite jam. Just like the one Alice in the Wonderland found in an empty 
jar on the shelves as she fell slowly into the Rabbit hole. The British used to come to Taormina to buy 
it and bring it back as a precious gift. 

Try this recipe. 
You need 1 pound of bitter oranges, 4 pounds of water, 6 pounds of sugar. 

Rinse and dry the fruit, cut in half and remove pips, tying them in muslin bag. Cut 
fruit in very small pieces and put together with water in a saucepan. Boil until rind is 
tender and content of pan is reduced by about half (one and a half to two hours). 
Remove bag of pips. Add sugar, stir until it dissolves then broil brisky until 
marmalade jells when tested on a cold saucer. Pot and cover jars immediately in the usual way. 

MARMELLATA is a messy job, a great deal of scalding stuff falls on the floor and dribbles 
down like molded gold. Look at it on your breakfast table, tiny nuggets of rind suspended in the 
crystal. It is indeed delicious to eat, wholly genuine and 100% Sicilian. 

 
 
 



Welcome New Year Traditions 
VISCHIO (mistletoe) was considered for centuries a really lucky charm; 

according to Early Mediterranean people it had supernatural powers (tradition 
inherited by the Celts, the Gauls, the Vikings). It could extinguish fire and at the 
same time, the juice from its berries (strong poison) was used for their arrows to 
fight the enemy. 

The legend says that when their good king Balden died in battle, the 
Mistletoe brought him to life. Since then, Mistletoe promised to be good forever 

and it would always spread love in the world. In Sicily as in most if the Continent families and friends 
exchange a kiss under a Mistletoe branch, usually hanged under a door or an arch in the house. You can 
get a branch at the Flea Market. Tradition: on New Year evening eat some lentils beans “FELICE E 
PROSPERO ANNO”. You’ll be sure to have a wealthy New Year. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ms. Sapiente shares story time 
with the kindergartners in Ms. 
McMillian’s, Ms. Gillett’s and Ms. 
Flavothomas’ classes as the gear 
up for the winter recess with a 
Pajama, Pancakes and Polar 
Express Day.  
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1.     Congratulations to our class winners in the Dimes for Decatur fundraiser! Mrs. 
Leandro's class celebrated with a pizza party and dime sugar cookies this week. Mrs. 
McMillan's class will get their treat after the holiday break. 
 
2.     A big congrats to our Box Tops contest winners! Mrs. Munoz and Mr. Ekiert's classes
brought in 788 and 781 Box Tops, respectively. Mrs. Munoz's class enjoyed an ice cream 
sundae party on Wednesday and Mr. Ekiert's c reated on Fr
everyone and keep up the great clipping! 
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With the approach of the cooler winter months, a 
reminder that there are long sleeve shirts available 
for purchase. These shirts are available in small, 

 
fice. Please note 

medium, and extra large children’s sizes for $12.00 
each, while supplies last. Order forms may be picked
up and dropped off at the front of
that we no longer have large shirts available. 
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Stephen Decatur Sigonella Elementary School Lunch Menu 

 JANUARY 2009

January lunch menu has not been posted as of the 19 Dec. Newsletter 
lication.  Th nu will be lished as spub e Me  pub oon as it is available. 



 
 

 
 

Dimes for Decatur 
 

 

ETNA KNIGHTS

 
 
 

 

 PHOTOS FROM THE WEEK 
 
 
 
 

 
   

Santa Lucia carolers from Ms. 
Knubben’s student visit the Admin 
office wearing candles in their hair 

and bring treats to the staff in 
celebration of the Swedish holiday. 

 

Students from Ms. Leandro second 

grade class celebrate winning the 
Dimes for Decatur contest. 
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The smell of cinnamon filled 
 as students from Mrs. 
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Ms. Knubbens 1st and 2nd graders earn 

ins by singing for the bankers to be 

treats from their German Market 
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The Singing Knights perform for staff, students and 
parents in a Holiday Sing-a-Long Concert, to kick off 

the winter recess break.   


